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®E 20

Associolinguistic Study of the Formation Process of the Linguistic Landscape

Abstract

Linguistic landscape can be viewed as the result of the visualization of the complex connections between language and
the society. With the globalization, linguistic landscape that sensitively reveals the changes of time becomes an indicator of
intermationalization level. In other words, languages are the results of social activities and the relevant using behaviors are the
miniatures of social behavior as well. This study aims to explain the forming process of linguistic landscape through the
investigation of language vista’s usage. This paper consists of 6 chapters. Chapter one is the introduction of this research;
Chapter is the outline of this research. Chapter 3 is about the horizontal observation of language vista research. Chapter 4 is
about the linguistic landscape in Japan. Chapter 5 observes the linguistic landscape in China; and chapter is the summary of the
whole research. The following is the main idea of each part..

Chapter 1 introduces the concept of ““linguistic landscape” and the background of this research, and then we go over the
previous researches and we make comment on the limitation of those researches as well..

Based on the differences of theoretical background, we divide previous researches in Japan into geographic-linguistics,
sociolinguistics, economic-linguistics and language-based service researches, which are introduced as well. Meanwhile,
researchers in other countries have carried out relative researches with various methodologies from different viewpoints After
observing these previous researches, we found that with different research purpose and methods, there is no obvious
comparison among them, but most of them are researches that are confined to just one area or several areas as a whole, which
leads to the lack of comparison among different areas. When considering factors that affect the formation of linguistic
landscape, we think that the social-economic factor may play a critical role. Besides, we think that it is necessary to carry put
research into inter-relation between linguistic properties and nonlinguistic properties of linguistic landscape after the real
situation of linguistic landscape is grasped.  Researches focusing on non-linguistic properties are limited, which is the same to
researches which investigate general commonalities through comparing different areas situation..
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To be more specific, firstly, it is difficult to compare those previous researches due to the different methods they each adopt.
The common illustrations of current situations are essential and crucial. However, the introduction of diachronic comparison
into linguistic landscape research is necessary as well. In a word, we think that the varying of language using of linguistic
landscape shall be viewed as a phenomena of language change in process and the forecasting of future development of
languiage using should be introduced into linguistic landscape researches as well.

Secondly, the linguistic landscape research should focuses on the using of language itself,. In other words, many
researches focus on linguistic properties. Ve recommend the sociality that linguistic landscape possessed should be focused as
well, which is an also known as non-linguistic property.

Thirdly, researches focusing on particular examples are abundant. Researches which explore the commonalties, the
formation and the forming principles of language vista are limited.

Therefore in this research, along with the data we got through our research, we flexibly adopt statistics that offered by

some previous researches, historical records and some researchers.

Chapter?2 is about the research purpose, research objects and the concrete research methodology.

Even if we are just trying to introduce a complete picture of linguistic landscape, which includes the forming
process of linguistic landscape, it is not only an issue of language itself. The linguistic landscape involves many
aspects such as social factors, cultural factors, political factors and economical factors. It is far insufficient to carry
on this research exclusively focusing on language itself. The purpose of this thesis is to investigate linguistic
landscape from the perspective of sociolinguistics and then clarify the forming process of linguistic landscape. In
addition, this paper is to redefine linguistic landscape through investigating language use of linguistic landscape
and then to investigate the process of the contemporary social changes including globalization, Anglicization,
multi-lingualization and the like.

Based on pavement observation and pilot study, we investigated the linguistic landscape of the following
sixteen regions from four cities. Firstly, from June to December in 2006we investigated Ginza, Omotesando,

Shinjuku, Akihabara and Monzen-nakachd, all of which are all located Tokyo. In February, 2009, we investigated


http://dict.youdao.com/search?q=Ginza&keyfrom=E2Ctranslation

Nanking Road, Yuyuan and Newland in Nanjing. We investigated Dotonbori, Shintaikubashi and Denki Town in
Osaka in March of the same year, and also Mong Kok, Tsim Sha Tsui, Causeway Bay and Lan Kwai Fong in
Hong Kong in June, 2010. The project of inspecting linguistic landscape is divided into two non-linguistic
subproject (including region and profession) and three linguistic subprojects (including language, culture and
notation). Moreover, in order to supplement the shortage of the field survey, comparison with the data of historical
record was also conducted. Furthermore, previous researches are flexibly referred to and statistics offered by other
researchers was also adopted for comparison.

As to research methodology of linguistic landscape, we discuss it from the following two perspectives-theory
and analysis techniques. In addition to the simple comparison among statistical results, Index Analysis, Triangular
Plot and Correspondence Analysis are used for macro-research on linguistic landscape.

In Chapter3, based on the recognition of the shortcomings of previous researches, before taking nations or regions
as units to make a micro-analysis, statistics collected by us are analyzed for investigation into those subjects,
including language use of linguistic landscape and the interrelationship among professions, commonalities and
historical changes and the like.

Firstly, in order to grasp the present situation, we make statistics of different investigation items of linguistic
landscape. Next, multilingualization index and multigraphization index of linguistic landscape are described with
scatter diagram and the relevant investigations are conducted. According to the process of multiliguilization and
multigraphization, each region could be divided into three levels which are respectively represented as low,
medium and high level. Hong Kong is the highest in terms of the three indexes. The reason maybe considered as
follows: because it was a colony of England in the past, English was used frequently no matter in witch field.

Then, language used in linguistic landscape in different places are divided into three types (including the
native language, English and other languages), and a triangular plot is presented. This triangular plot presents the
following information: Firstly, the use of the native language could be regarded as a daily thing and in most cases
Chinese people, for example, mainly use Chinese in China and Japanese people mainly use Japanese in Japan.
Secondly, one of the indicators of nationalization is the increasing use of English language. Thirdly, the
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internationalization in broad sense promotes the use of other languages as well. In a word, the tendency of
language use was starting from the use of the native language. A balanced position under the action of using other
languages along with English is achieved. By comparing with historical background, the changing process of
language use could be observed and the trend in the future can be forecasted simultaneously.

Finally, the result of multiple discriminate analyses in investigating all those data is that the language use of
linguistic landscape falls in three types—Western language orientation, the Compromising orientation and the
Native language orientation (Japanese language orientation or Chinese language orientation).

To be specific, from the perspective of language use, each region could be classifies into three types:
European language using region, native-language-and-English-using region, and native language-using region.
According to this classification, | think that the same criterion could be adopted in different countries. While from
the perspective of society affecting language use, the situation of language use is the result of the influence of
different social factors. On the contrary, based on language use, the process of how different social factors affect

the language use of linguistic landscape can be explained.

In Chapter 4 and 5, based on the researching results introduced in Chapter3, further researches among nations
or regions are conducted.

Firstly, in order to grasp the present situation, statistics of different investigation items are summed up. Then
previous researches are flexibly referred to and statistics offered by other researchers was also adapted for
comparison, as a way to inspect the historical change of language use of linguistic landscape in different nations
and regions. And again, the result of multiple discriminate analyses to investigate all those data is that the
language use of linguistic landscape in Japan falls into three types-- Native language orientation, Western
language orientation and Asian language orientation. The language use in China( Shanghai & Hong Kong) falls

into native language orientation , western language orientation and Asian language orientation.
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In Chapter6, based on the research results introduced in chapter3, 4 and 5, the methodology of studying
linguistic landscape, the language change that can be observed from linguistic landscape and the more general
theoretical framework of studying linguistic landscape are summarized and discussed. Future tasks are presented

as well.

Keywords:

Linguistic landscape,  Formation process, ~ Sociolinguistic study,  Linguistic properties, ~ Non-linguistic properties
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